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Some words of former IRS Commissionexr Sheldon Cohen offer a
helpful beginning for this article:

People think taxation is a terribly mundane subject.

But what makes it fascinating is that taxation, in

reality, 1s life. If you know the position a person

takes on taxes, you can tell their whole philosophy.

The tax code, once you get to know it, embodies all the

essence of life: greed, politics, power, goodness,

charity. Everything's in there. That's why it's so

hard to get a simplified tax code. Life isn't simple.!

The current tax debate in Washington offers fascinating
testimony to the wisdom of Cohen's observation. The House's
Contract-with America-driven tax proposals favor the rich and
capital formation in-a return to supply side economics. Federal
taxes are portrayed as little more than taking from hard working
Americans what 1is rightfully theirs. Proposals to enact a flat
tax in the name of fairness, as well as simplicity, offer large
tax reductions for the rich. Those who object to teducing
welfare spending to pay for these tax cuts are accused of
practicing the politics of envy and fomenting class war.
Nonprofit agencies monitor all this carefully teo protect
deductions for charitable contributions. Real estate interests
lobby to protect the hcome mortgage interest deduction.

This article will set forth contributions from Catholic

social teaching for tax justice, relate them to specific criteria





































